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Should Mosquitoes Live or Die?
by Alan Holzer

The heat from the summer is solidly here but fall is just around the
corner, and the sweet sounds of birds, light breezes through the
leaves, are about at an end.  But so is the buzz of mosquitoes. We all
know how annoying mosquitoes can be, and the diseases they can
carry both here and around the world. I know that I, for one, have
often wished I could snap my fingers and make all of the mosquitoes
around me disappear, and in fact, science has recently begun
research that could do just that. In the past two years, researchers
have used gene editing to make genetically
modified individuals of some species of mosquitoes that could, if
released into the wild, drive their species locally extinct. Now the
biggest question before them is: now that we can, should we?
This is a far from simple problem. One of the 5th grade programs we
teach gives students factual information on both sides of the issue,
and allows them the chance to discuss their opinions with each
other. Below is a summary of the information they get. Which pieces
of information are most compelling to you?

                                  Cont. on pg. 3                                

How do you spend your time
volunteering at MGW?

TAKING CARE OF THE FISH
AND AMPHIBIANS

What is your favorite part
about volunteering at MGW?

FEEDING THE ANIMALS

What’s your favorite thing to
do in your free time?

TO WATCH AND CARE FOR
MY KOI,  GOLDFISH, AND

CICHLIDS



What is one area of nature you
want to learn more about?

LAKES

What's your favorite tree?
CEDAR
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JAMES IS ON HIS WAY TO
COLLEGE THIS FALL,  AND

WILL NO LONGER BE
VOLUNTEERING WITH US,

WE WISH HIM ALL THE
BEST IN HIS NEXT

ADVENTURES!

Mosquitoes Cont.
by Alan Holzer

Mosquitoes are the deadliest animal (if you don’t count
humans) on the planet—more than a million people die each
year from diseases carried by mosquitoes.
Governments spend billions of dollars each year to fight
diseases spread by mosquitoes.
While mosquitoes are eaten by other animals, and pollinate
some flowers, they are not essential: all animals that eat
mosquitoes also eat other things and almost all plants that
are pollinated by mosquitoes are also pollinated by other
animals.

Scientists predict that malaria, yellow fever, and other
diseases would not be stopped by driving mosquitoes
extinct. Instead, some other insect would most likely
spread these diseases.
Mosquitoes and the diseases they carry make rainforests
inhospitable; this has kept many parts of the rainforest
from being cut down.
Mosquitoes are a food source for birds, bats, frogs, spiders,
and fish. Driving mosquitoes extinct would affect these
animals, even if they can also eat other foods.
There are about 3,500 species of mosquitoes; only around
200 of these species bother people. The rest drink nectar.
Mosquitoes that drink nectar (including males of biting
species) pollinate flowers.
Mosquito larvae help keep water clean by eating little
particles of plankton and algae.
Philosophers and thinkers through the ages, including the
Pope, have stated that people have no right to kill off
another species.

On one hand…. 

On the other hand….

In the next 3-5 years, gene-editing will reach the point where
we could possibly eradicate invasive species, create super-
productive crops, and wipe out diseases carried by insects and
other vectors. It’s not only interesting to think about the
consequences of such actions, but also relevant and timely.
We’d love to hear your thoughts, and encourage you to use this
as a conversation-starter with people around you. 

Happy pondering!



Volunteer Opportunities
We have another volunteer opportunity available!

Park Host

We are looking for Park Host volunteers. The goals of this
position are to have more presence in the park, greeting
visitors, and being available to our visitors to answer
questions. For this position, you could position yourself in an
area and stay there (such as at a picnic table with a sign), or
you can wander around the park. It is up to the volunteer to
decide how mobile they would like to be. Becoming a Park Host
volunteer will require a short training where staff will give you
more detailed information about happenings in the park and
will discuss commonly asked questions. If volunteers are
interested, they are also welcome to advertise their knowledge
about a natural or cultural history topic. For example, if you
know a lot about the osprey you are welcome to advertise with
a sign that says "ask me anything about osprey." This is not a
requirement, just an opportunity if you wanted to. If interested,
email Ashley, and she will give you further information about
the position and training.

"Changing
the world

always
needs

volunteers."
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